Dear Kaxold, 


Dec, 30, 1991 


Since Stone * s itovie blew into town roughly two v^eks ago 
I have been interviewed by two local papers and I just agreed to do a radio call 
in show next week, I spent a full two hours talking to the reporter for the 
Spartanbuirg paper, trying to educate her in addition to making my position on 
Stone's film as clear as possible, I hope you don't mind, but I called her 
attention to a statement you made at the end of a letter you wrote to the 
Washington Post this past July in which you ^rphasized how Stone's film will have 
the effect of undermining l^itimate criticism of Idle" official mythology, as you 
put it. What came out in the paper, despite a front page billing, was a travesty. 
I was especially dismayed at being lumped together with two local retired FBI 
"ej^perts" , You remember old Fletcher Ihompson who took credit for spearheading 
the investigation at Hoover's behest, I told this reporter this guy is telling 
a whooper, but it apparently had no effect- I am enclosing my response to this 
mess of an article, I wrote it on the very day the article came out; it has not 
been printed yet and I plan to raise a stink if it is not published in a 
couple days. 


I did go see the film this past weekend. The film is really too 
long. By the time some of the more credible stuff is presented at the very end 
you are waiting for it to end- From all you have told me of Garrison and the 
nature of his "investigation", Kevin Costner's portrayal bears no relation to 
reality- Garrison is presented as a hero crusading against all odds, and perhaps 
even more disturbing the film leaves the distinct impression that Clay Shaw 
was guilty, I was also dismayed {and a bit amused, I must confess) with the 
conspiracy soliloquy of "Mr, X", better known as Col, Fletcher Prouty, especially 
the part about being sent to the South Pole to get him out of the way so he 
would not foul up their plans for the assassination. All in all, even holding aside 
criticism of its factual basis, I don't believe it was that good a film* However, 
my sense is that the audience was impressed by it- I noticed a lot of people 
sort of shaking their heads as the credits were being shown on the screen. 

Just a footnote: Garrison's cameo appearances as Earl Warren were dreadful — he 
looked just awful and weak. 

Currently I am up to my ears in preparing for my special course 
on ^ialcolm X and King, I think your ccmment about Malcolm X's sexism vrtien he 
was with the Black Muslims is right on target, but he did change. You might be 
interested to know that James Cone also criticizes Malcolm X on that score* 

But as with Cone, I am deeply impressed by Malcolm X's honesty, even though 
misguided at times. I am also enclosing a copy of the cover of one of the books 
by the Vietnamese Buddhist monk, Nhat Hanh, in which mentions King's nomination 
of him for the Nobel Peace Prize, 

I am sure you are probably busy these days too- I hope you and 
Lillian had a good holiday and will have a prosperous and healthful New Year. 


Best Wishes, 


